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promise which Brodrick hoped would satisfy
both the gladiators. But it was so vaguely
expressed that even Ministers who had assisted
in drawing it up failed to grasp its meaning.
The Military Department was to be shorn of
its powers to criticize the Commander-in-Chief
or to give advice, but a Member of Council
would be retained, to be known henceforth as
the Military Supply Member, in charge of non-
combatant services. This sounds clear if un-
satisfactory.
The next step was to organize the new
system, but before that could be done there
were several attempts to clear up the situation.
Kitchener gave assent to some modifications
which seemed to run contrary to his previous
demands, and in one note he even admitted
that the Supply Member might be available for
consultation. Several telegrams were ex-
changed with Brodrick in a game of cross-
purposes and nobody knew what anybody else
wanted. One definite piece of news arrived on
July i6ythat the Secretary of State was about
to nominate an officer for the new post of
Supply Member. Curzon immediately wired
to ask for the appointment of his own choice,
Sir E. Barrow. When his request was refused
he asked to be allowed to resign. The Cabinet
acted with a promptness which showed that the
request was not unexpected; they accepted the
resignation, and four days later announced that
Lord Minto would be the next Viceroy. Curzon
left for England in November, rejoicing loudly
that he had dared to do right